
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 December  21,  1993 
 
MEMORANDUM                                    GMP #39 
 
To:   Di st r i ct  Di r ect or s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Manager s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Super vi sor s 
  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Speci al i st s 
 
Fr om:  Di schar ge Regul at i ons Task For ce 
 
Thr ough:  Rober t  B.  St r oube,  M. D. ,  M. P. H.  
  St at e Heal t h Commi ssi oner   
 
SUBJECT:  Def i ni t i on of  wat er s r ecei v i ng " s i gni f i cant  pr i mar y 

cont act  uses"  and gui del i nes f or  desi gnat i ng Pr ohi bi t ed 
Di schar ge Ar eas 

  Discharge - Primary Contact Waters   
 
 The Al t er nat i ve Di schar gi ng Sewage Tr eat ment  Regul at i ons f or  
Si ngl e Fami l y Dwel l i ngs ( Di schar ge Regul at i ons)  pr ohi bi t  
di schar ges wi t hi n one mi l e upst r eam of  an ar ea " expl i c i t l y  
desi gnat ed f or  publ i c swi mmi ng. "   I n addi t i on,  t he di st r i ct  
heal t h di r ect or  may pr ohi bi t  di schar ges i nt o speci f i ed por t i ons 
of  a r i ver ,  st r eam,  or  ot her  pot ent i al  di schar ge ar ea i f  t he 
wat er s appear  t o r ecei ve " s i gni f i cant  pr i mar y cont act  use"  such 
t hat  t he di schar ge wi l l  pose a s i gni f i cant  t hr eat  t o publ i c 
heal t h or  cr eat e a nui sance.  
 
 Sect i on 3. 4. A of  t he Di schar ge Regul at i ons out l i nes t he 
pr ocedur e f or  t he di r ect or  t o desi gnat e ar eas wher e di schar ge 
syst ems ar e pr ohi bi t ed.   Thi s pol i cy est abl i shes gui del i nes t o 
det er mi ne when si gni f i cant  pr i mar y cont act  uses exi st  and t o 
est abl i sh t he mi ni mum ext ent  of  pr ohi bi t ed di schar ge ar eas.  
 
 " Si gni f i cant  pr i mar y cont act  use"  exi st s wher e t her e i s 
document ed pr i mar y- cont act  r ecr eat i onal  use est abl i shed by oral 
testimonies f r om t he publ i c obt ai ned dur i ng publ i c meet i ngs,  
written statements f r om t he publ i c r ecei ved dur i ng t he publ i c 
comment  per i od,  or  written comment(s) f r om ot her  gover nment  
agenci es,  AND wher e t he r i ver ,  st r eam or  ot her  pot ent i al  
di schar ge ar ea:  
 
  i )  i s  a canoeabl e or  t ubeabl e per enni al  st r eam,  or  
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  i i )  has a 7- Q- 10 > 5 cubi c f eet  per  second,  or  
 

    i i i )  i s  used f or  pr i mar y- cont act  wat er  r ecr eat i on by at  
l east  25 per sons f or  at  l east  30 days per  year  ( 750 
per son- days) .   Pr i mar y cont act  uses i ncl ude swi mmi ng,  
wat er  ski i ng,  t ubi ng,  and wet - wadi ng.  

 
 Each heal t h di st r i ct ' s  envi r onment al  heal t h st af f ,  i n 
consul t at i on wi t h ot her  gover nment  agenci es and l ocal  gover ni ng 
bodi es,  shal l  r ecommend t o t he di st r i ct  heal t h di r ect or  whi ch 
wat er s appear  t o r ecei ve s i gni f i cant  pr i mar y cont act  use.   The 
heal t h di r ect or  may t hen publ i sh not i ce of  t he pr oposed 
desi gnat i on of  pr ohi bi t ed di schar ge ar eas and schedul e publ i c 
meet i ngs dur i ng t he comment  per i od.  
 
 I f  t he di st r i ct  heal t h di r ect or  f i nds,  af t er  t he publ i c 
comment  per i od,  t hat  a st r eam,  r i ver ,  or  l ake r ecei ves 
s i gni f i cant  pr i mar y cont act  use,  t he di r ect or  may t hen desi gnat e 
pr ohi bi t ed di schar ge ar eas.   The pr ohi bi t ed di schar ge ar ea should 
i ncl ude t he si gni f i cant  pr i mar y cont act  use ar ea and ext end a 
mi ni mum di st ance of  1500 f eet  upst r eam ( or  up- channel )  f or  al l -
weat her  and i nt er mi t t ent  st r eams.   For  dr y di t ch di schar ge,  t he 
pr ohi bi t ed di schar ge ar ea should ext end at  l east  500 f eet  upsl ope 
( or  up- channel )  f r om t he si gni f i cant  pr i mar y cont act  use ar ea.   
As pr ovi ded i n t he Regul at i ons,  t he di r ect or  may pr ohi bi t  
di schar ges up t o one mi l e upst r eam f r om t he si gni f i cant  pr i mar y 
cont act  use ar ea.   
 
 The pr ohi bi t ed di schar ge ar eas must  be shown on a USGS 7. 5'  
t opogr aphi c map post ed i n each of f i ce af f ect ed by t he act i on.   
The USGS 7. 5'  t opogr aphi c map shoul d al so be used t o det er mi ne 
t he t ype of  di schar ge channel  i nvol ved ( i . e. ,  dr y di t ch ver sus 
i nt er mi t t ent  st r eam) .  
 
 Di st r i ct s whose boundar i es ar e st r eams or  r i ver s shoul d hol d 
j oi nt  publ i c meet i ngs t o consi der  desi gnat i on of  wat er s t hey 
shar e i n common.   Wher e pr ohi bi t ed di schar ge ar eas ext end acr oss 
di st r i ct  and count y boundar i es,  coor di nat i on bet ween adj acent  
heal t h di st r i ct s and count i es wi l l  be necessar y.  
 
 
pc:  Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h Ser vi ces 
 Cal  M.  Sawyer ,  Ph. D.  
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